 Basic guide to Caiques

The Caique (Pionites) genus contains only two species of parrot, the White-bellied Parrot (or White-bellied Caique) and the Black-headed Parrot (or Black-headed Caique). Both species are relatively small and brightly colored.

They are endemic in the Amazon Rainforest of northern Brazil and southern Venezuela, and the Guiana highlands. They generally prefer forested areas and subsist on fruit and seeds. Caiques are generally canopy dwellers, spending most of their time in the tops of trees, foraging and playing.
Caiques are also occasionally known as the "Seven-Color Parrot" because each caique's plumage includes black, green, yellow, orange, white and blue feathers. They have also been historically known as "The Dancing Parrot" for their habit of hopping and dancing.

Species Identification 
Classification Order Psittaciformes, Family Psittacidae, Genus: Pionites

Black-headed Parrot, Pionites melanocephala. There are two subspecies, with birds between them intermediate in color: 
· Black-headed Parrot/Caique (P. m. melanocephala).. Orange legs and undertail, nape deep orange, belly white.

· Pallid Parrot/Caique (P. m. pallidus).  Yellow legs and undertail, nape paler, belly yellowish.

White-bellied Parrot, Pionites leucogaster, has an orange-yellow head, a white belly, green wings and back, bluish primary feathers, a horn-colored beak, and pink or grey feet. There are three subspecies: 

· Green Thighed (Pionites leucogaster leucogaster).
· Yellow Thighed (P. l. xanthomeria).
· Yellow Tailed (P. l. xanthrus).

General Information
Caiques are medium sized, with a stocky build and a broad tail. They are 9 inches long, for the black-headed and 8 inches long for the white bellied. They weigh an average of 140-175 grams. As with most parrots, males and females of either species of caique look exactly the same. The only ways to determine sex are surgical sexing and DNA sexing. DNA sexing is the preferred method by most, as it is safer for the bird than surgical sexing. Young White bellied Caiques are born with black feathers they will lose after maturing. All species when young, have yellowish bellies that turn white upon maturity.
After weaning and fledgling it is not unusual for a Caique baby to lose weight, but as they mature they will gain it back. Caiques have a particular odor. The smell of a particular individual depends on genetics, emotional state, and diet. Some birds smell more strongly than others, and the scent can be described as a dry, cardboard-like scent.  Happy caiques on a healthy diet often smell slightly sweet. Prospective buyers should interact with a bird before buying it (as all pet buyers should) to see whether they find the smell unpleasant.
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Life Expectancy
With a healthy diet, much exercise and healthy environment, the Caique has a life expectancy of 30 years. Caiques generally reach sexual maturity when they are around a 3 years old. 

Speech/Learning
[bookmark: Demeanor]Caiques are said to be poor  imitators of human speech, and their appeal as a pet lies in their playfulness, not their speaking ability. Some individuals can learn to mimic words, and will speak in a soft and gravelly voice. Many Caiques easily learn to whistle and some birds enjoy developing a large repertoire which they creatively recombine to come up with new calls and short tunes. They also enjoy learning environmental sounds such as telephone rings and microwave beeps.

Demeanor
[bookmark: Aviculture]Caiques can be quiet (compared with the maximum volume of larger parrots) if trained properly. They have a peculiar call which has been compared to a smoke alarm, used for warning and for making contact with flock members who are out of visual range. This call is high, piercing, and loud enough to alert flock members across the jungle or neighboring apartment dwellers. They are extremely active, prefer lots of physical interaction and playtime, and are prolific chewers & shredders. They can be distrustful of or aggressive toward other species of parrot, so prospective buyers should be careful if they have or plan to have other types of parrots. They can also be highly demanding of human attention, and stubborn, not easily distracted from stealing eyeglasses or chewing unapproved items even when tempted with favorite treats and toys.


Care of your Caique

Caging: Your Caique  needs a lot of space in his cage for wrestling room and to accommodate his toys. The minimum size cage for a Caique should be no smaller than 30x30x40. The cage bar spacing should not be any wider than 1/2”- 3/4”. Caiques do best in a cage that is wider than it is tall so it will accommodate a large amount of perches and toys.  Caiques should be able to spread their wings easily to exercise in their cage. Natural non-toxic, non-sprayed wood branches are better than dowels for perches, but a wide variety of perches can be utilized. A cage that has a grate on the bottom will keep curious beaks away from droppings, stale food and other debris. Caiques need a minimum of 10 hours dark undisturbed sleep a night so a cage cover is a great asset.

Diet: Caiques have huge appetites! Provide a variety of fresh fruit plus cooked and fresh vegetables daily. Frozen mixed vegetables (peas, green beans, lima beans, carrots and corn) are good. Apples without the seeds, grapes, berries, peaches, pears, bananas, mangos, melons, cherries without the seeds, etc.. Citrus fruits such as  oranges, tangerines and grapefruit  should be fed in moderation. Cooked brown rice, beans, pasta and sprouted seeds can be added to the mixed vegetables regularly.

Human Interaction: Caiques bond well with humans and have a reputation as playful birds, and enjoy playing with toys while lying on their backs. Captive pets are not particularly good flyers, becoming tired and winded after only a short distance. They also tend to be clumsy and slow in the air  as compared to other birds. They often prefer to walk, jump, c limb, or hop as a mode of transportation. They are excellent c limbers, with very strong feet and legs. Caiques are known for being able to keep their bond with their humans even if they bond with another bird.

Give your Caique time out of its cage daily. He is depending on you to be his companion for his entire lifetime. Play with, provide toys and exercise outlets, share affection with your feathered friend daily. It is important to handle your bird regularly to keep him tame. 
 
 Toys: Caiques love to play with all kinds of toys. Toys made of leather, rawhide, wood and rope are much appreciated. They also like things that move. All Caiques should be given a swing and many will choose it as a roost to sleep on. They will also spend hours untying knots, chewing on beads and attacking bells. Many people like to provide their birds with soft cloth toys such as Happy Huts™ or Birdie Buddies™ when they are young so they have something with which to cuddle and sleep. However, they should be removed before the bird becomes sexually mature or undesirable behaviors can occur. Make sure all toys are safe with welded chains and made from non-toxic materials. Also, Caiques have strong jaws and beaks so make sure the toys can take the pounding. Buy toys made for medium parrots to insure safety and durability. Check toys regularly for safety and change them often to prevent boredom.

Hygiene: It is important to keep your Caique’s cage c lean as that is the main way to prevent illness. The water and food should be changed daily. Caiques are known to “dunk” their food in their water bowls, so be sure to check the bowl and change it regularly to keep bacteria from growing. Do not leave fresh foods  in the bowl longer than an hour as food can spoil quickly and make your bird sick. Do not place toys or perches over food bowls where a bird can get droppings in them. As birds have sensitive senses of smell when cleaning the cage do not use harsh chemicals and take the bird out of the room until the odor of the cleaner is gone. There are many good avian approved c leaners available. The paper/liner at the bottom of the cage should be c leaned daily. This is a way of keeping bacteria and fungus from developing and also a great way to be able to tell that your bird is eating as you are able to see their droppings.

Multiple Birds: Caiques can be kept alone or in pairs.  Caiques are able to entertain themselves with the proper toys. Do not feel the need to get another Caique just because you think your bird is lonely. Caiques can be aggressive and you will need to make sure you have an additional cage set up incase your birds do not bond. Caiques can be very temperamental when it comes to bonding to another bird so this must be done slowly and with the understanding that the birds whether male or female may not get along.

When you get your new bird home:

· Make sure if you have other birds you quarantine your new bird for at least 30 days. (This means keeping the new bird away from any contact with other birds already in the home). 
· Make sure when you decide to get your bird that you have found an Avian Veterinarian and make an appointment as soon as possible for your bird to be checked out.
· Make sure that you keep your Caique away from other animals in the home. Cat and human saliva is toxic to parrots. 
· It will take a while for your bird to settle in and be comfortable. Be patient if your bird is shy at first as he will become more comfortable with you as he gets used to his new surroundings. Watch your bird’s reactions to new toys as some Caiques have aversions to certain colors or shapes.

Familiarize yourself with things that are toxic to your Caique. Common household dangers are toxic plants, scented candles, aerosols, electrical cords, Teflon and other nonstick cookware, small objects that can shatter and be swallowed. Parrots should never be given Avocado, caffeine, salt, or chocolate.



The Caique purchase checklist:

· Cage (30x30x40 minimum) with water/food bowls
· Cage liners
· Toys 
· Food/Treats 
· Caique care manual
· Cage cleaning supplies
· Various sized perches (textured perches are great for keeping beaks & nails trimmed)
· Cuttle Bone
· Swing
· Mister or Bird Bath


Caique Health:
Caiques are susceptible to Polyoma Virus and should be vaccinated for this disease by an avian vet and  checked for other avian diseases.

Signs of a healthy bird: • Active, alert, and sociable • Eats and drinks throughout the day • Dry nostrils and bright, dry eyes • Beak, legs, and feet normal in appearance• Clean, dry vent • Smooth, well-groomed feathers

Signs of a sick bird: • Beak swelling • Fluffed, plucked, or soiled
Feathers • Sitting on floor of cage• Wheezing or coughing 
• Runny or discolored stools • Favoring one foot• Eye or nasal discharge • Red or swollen eyes 
• Loss of appetite

If you see any change in your bird that concerns you they should be taken to an Avian Vet as soon as possible as birds are very good at hiding illnesses.
Any other questions please call your friends at Bird Paradise 609-747-7777
 (
Caique Crazy
 
 
is just that- a group of fun loving people who are crazy about their feathered 
C
aique friends
. 
The goal of Caique Crazy is to unite 
C
aique enthusiasts, so they may have a place to gather and share photos and stories of their fids (feathered kids).
Visit us at   www.Caiquecrazy.org
)
 
Monday – Friday  9:00am to 9:00pm Sunday 9:00am to 5:00pm
551 Route 130 South, Burlington  New Jersey   08106
Visit our online store at http://www.mybirdstore.com
And our online website at http://www.bird-paradise.biz
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